






Jerry Katrencik Greg Baurnes

Everyone was in the picnic mood! Arunas Maciulas, Kastytis Vaicenas, and Saulius Trakumas

Nancy Binkney and Janet Petrauskas prepare the glowsticks for 
the children.

Ellie Sero and Don Martello.

Connie Quider and Chuck Bigler. Paul Stabacinskas
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The Marculaitis family. Brian and Rita Johnson.

Richard Mutkus. Edgar Grinius. Leon Bird, Viola Stanny, Barb Bird, and Mildred Sukys.

Bronius (Bruno) Sukys. Ray Sabo. Clement Stanisauskis with his wife.
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Lithuanian Sisters 
Visit Kennywood

Giedra Kregzdys and Ausra Cunningham
What better place to hold a family out-

ing but at the Kennywood Amusement 
Park in Homestead, PA. 

Visiting from Queens, NY, was Gie-
dra Kregzdys who stopped by Pittsburgh 
to visit her sister (and Society Member) 
Ausra Cunningham. Giedra was visiting 
for the weekend along with her husband 
and daughter.

We hope to see Giedra again soon in the 
‘burg.

July & August 
(Liepa & Rugpjutis) 
Birthdays Listed

July Birthdays:
Albina Kuzin (1); Rose Carroll (2); G. 

Robert Sipp (5); Mary Pakutinskas (6); 
Linda Terrick (7); James Lubon (9); Leon-
ard Waitkus (9); Jerry Katrencik (10); 
Catherine Whitmer (10); Bernice Russ-
lan Lanning (11); William Martello (11); 
Joseph Laboon (12); Edward Slavin (14); 
and Dennis Szymaitis (14).

Mildred Sukys (16); Kenneth Zizza 
(16); Annette French (17); Albert Shimkus 
(18); Walter Unites (18); Lana Andrews 
(22); Irma Usiene (22); Arvydas Usas 
(23); Agnes Kuzin (24); Joseph Brazan 
(25); Don Martello (27); Eleanor Aleliu-
nas (30); and Saulius Trakumas (30).

August Birthdays:
Donna Marie Fallert (1); Jenni McCaf-

ferty (1); Eloise Thomas (3); Susan Bow-
man (4); Kim Kweder (7); Joan Zekas (8);  
and Charlene Yotz Schueler (13); 

Edward “Ted” Kairys Jr. (15); Rose 
Evosevic (16); Ruta Rakutis (16); Con-
stance Quider (17);    Zydrunas Tarcijonas 
(18); Thomas Beall (20); Arunas Maciulis 
(21); Rima Diedoniene (21); Peter Stanley 
(23); Ann Scheafer (26); Lorraine Yucius 
(29); and Victor Kalminskis (31).

Linksmu Gimtadiena!
QUICK FACTS: Many Lithuanians 

have migrated to the USA. Household 
names of people of Lithuanian descent 
include Charles Bronson (actor), Aaron 
Copland (composer) and Sara Lee (Sara 
Lee Foods).

12-ounce bag of a medium blend signa-
ture coffee, and is a fund-raiser for the 
religious order.

Nick Rodi, director of development, 
used his creative talents to brew the con-
cept and design the 
marketing package.

“The idea was well 
received by the sis-
ters,” he said, joking 
that their fondness 
for the popular bev-
erage “will probably 
make them one of 
our best customers.”

The private-label 
coffee will be provid-
ed by the Arbuckle’s 
Coffee Co. in Ve-
rona, a 15-year-old 
company that, according to Steve Moore, 
vice president of operations, sells almost a 
million pounds of coffee annually across 
the nation in grocery outlets and to various 
organizations.

Arbuckle’s has a contract with the 
O’Neill Coffee Co. in West Middlesex to 
roast the coffee beans.

Mr. Rodi, who came to the order two 
years ago after a 30-year career in adver-
tising, had done work for Arbuckle’s and 
approached Mr. Moore with the fi nd-rais-

ing idea.
“I thought it was a neat idea and a won-

derful package design,” Mr. Moore said, 
adding that it was the fi rst such label Ar-
buckle’s had done. He expected that other 
private-label efforts would follow. He 
promises the coffee will be “as fresh as 
you can get.”

The coffee is purchased from Honduras 
and is a certifi ed organic and a fair trade 
item. Fair trade importers benefi t coffee 
farmers’ cooperatives and help guarantee 
that farmers receive a fair price, which 
leads to improved living conditions and 
improved quality of lives.

Sister J. Lora Dambroski, the USA 
provincial minister for the Sisters of St. 
Francis of the Providence of God, said 
the fund-raising effort is a win-win situa-
tion. The sister is the president elect of the 
1,500-member Leadership Conference of 
Women Religious and a supporter of the 
fair trade movement.

“It’s a way to do outreach and con-
sciousness-raising in an attractive manner. 
We assist the farmers, and we in turn re-
ceive help for our ministries,” she said.

Coffee sales will provide fi nancial sup-
port for various ministry programs, in-
cluding an on-site daycare center, a retreat 
center, as well as other pastoral and parish 
services.

It is expected that some funds will be 
used to help defray the costs of caring for 
almost a dozen elderly and infi rm members 
of the order who reside in Assisi Hall.

The religious order, based in Whitehall 
for more than 85 years, has 44 of the total 
71 members serving in the United States, 
Brazil and Lithuania. Most of its members 
have reached retirement age; their average 
age is 80.

The coffee, which sells for $10.99 for 
12 ounces, can be purchased online from 
the St. Francis Web site, www.osfprov.
org or from forms that can be copied and 
mailed. The order hopes to sell 2,000 
packages this year.

Sisters Brew Up con’t.

Sisters Brew Up con’t from Pg. 1

con’t. next column

Soviet, Nazi 
Symbols

Vilnius, Lithuania, 6/19/08
Lawmakers in Lithuania - where many 

still feel bitter about nearly 50 years of 
Soviet occupation - have approved legis-
lation to ban the display of Nazi and Sovet 
symbols, such as the swastika and the 
hammer and sickle.

President Valdas Adamkus is expected 
to sign the bill into law later this month, 
thus prohibiting the public display of the 
Sovet fl ag, military uniforms and the fi ve-
pointed Soviet star, as well as the playing 
of the Soviet national anthem.

Opponents of the legislation argued that 
outlawing the symbol would only make 
them more attractive.

In Memory
Sr. Matilda Zelin, OSF
Sister Matilda Zelin, a member of the 

Sisters of St. Francis of the Providence of 
God for 75 years, died at the Motherhouse 
at the age of 92 on May 8, 2008. 

Born January 22, 1916, in Scranton, 
PA, she was preceded in death by her 
parents, brothers and sisters, She is sur-
vived by nieces and nephews. She was an 
elementary school teacher for 50 years at 
the schools where the community served 
in Philadelphia, the states of NJ, WI, and 
NY, and Holy Trinity, St. Valentine and 
St. Gabriel in the Pittsburgh area. Sister 
served as principal at SS Peter & Paul in 
Elizabeth, NJ, and several other schools 
for 18 years. On her return to the mother-
house, she tutored students for some years 
and worked in the Arts and Crafts Center 
before joining the ministry of prayer. 

Donations may be made to the Sisters 
of St. Francis of the Providence of God 
at 3603 McRoberts Road, Pittsburgh, PA 
15234.
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Congratula-
tions to Goda 
Tarcijonaite on 
being named as 
a Carson Scholar 
for the 2007-08 
school year. The 
Carson Scholar-
ship recogizes 
and rewards stu-
dents in grades 
4-11 who strive 
for academic 
excellence (3.75 
GPA or higher) 

Goda Tarcijonaite 
Recognized as 
Carson Scholar
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• Board of Directors Meeting
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• Echoes of Lithuania
echoes98@hotmail.com
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and demonstrate a strong commitment to 
their community. Goda received a schol-
arship in the amount of $1,000 to be ap-
plied towards her college education. This 
is the third year that Goda has achieved 
this honor.

Goda is the daughter of Society Members 
Zydrunas and Ingrid Tarcijonas. She has just 
completed the 7th Grade at the Frick Interna-
tional Studies Academy in Oakland.

We are very proud of Goda and wish 
her much success in the future!

Goda Tarcijonaite

The free Firefox 3 internet browser was 
launched on June 17, 2008, and during the 
fi rst 24 hours after its launch, the browser 
was downloaded to more than 8 million 
computers with Lithuania leading the 
number of downloads per head of popula-
tion (exceeding by a factor of almost 10 
those of its nearest rivals, USA and Ger-
many). The Firefox browser can be freely 
downloaded and is becoming very popular 
among the world`s internet users. 

Lithuania Leads 
in Firefox Browser 
Downloads

BRUSSELS, Belgium —  Europeans 
are increasingly shunning landlines for 
mobile phones and online calling, accord-
ing to a European Union survey.

The poll, carried out in November and 
December, found that 24 percent of Eu-
ropean households have given up fi xed 
landlines for mobile phones, up from 22 
percent in a survey two years earlier.

The Czech Republic, Finland and Lith-
uania had the lowest number of landlines 
in use across the 27-nation bloc.

The survey, which questioned 26,730 
people, found that 22 percent are now us-
ing their personal computers for phone 
calls or video chatting via programs such 
as Skype. That is a rise of 5 percentage 
points from the last poll.

The survey said the bloc’s newer mem-
bers, most of them in eastern Europe, were 
leading the trend in a shift to online call-
ing. In Lithuania, 61 percent of the house-
holds were using Internet phone services.

Source: FoxNews.com, 6/27/08

Europeans 
Picking Mobiles 
Over Landlines

Familiar Faces
Our Jonines picnic brought together people 

from Western Pennsylvania and also from 
Ohio and Wisconsin. Our out-of-state visitors 
included Leon Bird and 
his daughter Barb Bird. 
For those of you who re-
member, Leon’s mother 
was Barbara Bird who 
was extremely active in 
our Society before her 
passing in 1990.

Barbara’s grand-
daughter, Barb, is a 
doctoral student at the Barb Bird

University of Wisconsin studying Second 
Language Acquisition. As part of her stud-
ies, Barb interviewed a few LCS members 

in regard to issues of immigration, heritage, 
language, and culture.

We’re certain that Barbara Bird is smil-
ing down from heaven knowing that her 
granddaughter and namesake is involved 
with her Lithuanian heritage.

Familiar Faces con’t.

The Dept. of Statistics has published year-on- 
year infl ation data in Lithuania and found that 
the fi gure for April 2008 was at 11.7 percent.

Lithuanian Citizens’ Society of W. Pennsylvania
1725 Jane Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15203


