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   After the collapse of the Communist 
regime in most transitional countries, there 
was a growth in corruption and organized 
crime.  Lithuania has put in place legislation 
which attacks several aspects of corruption.  
In 1997, the Special Investigation Service 
was established.  January 2002, the Lithua-
nian Parliament adopted the National Anti-
Corruption Programme.  The impact of the 
European Union accession process stimu-
lated anti-corruption actions.  In compari-
son with other post Communist countries, 
Lithuania’s framework is comprehensive.  
However the results of corruption surveys 
show that Lithuania is slowly improving.

    This article examines the Survey’s data 
regarding the attitudes towards corruption, 
and personal experiences in confronting 
cases of corruption and bribery.

    The Map of Corruption in Lithuania 
shows that both  residents and business 
managers identify corruption as one of the 
key problems faced by modern society.  The 
more serious problems than corruption, as 
seen by residents, are small salaries, crime, 
and violence; whereas managers say it is 
emigration.  In 2005 the majority of resi-
dents and managers surveyed believed that 
a bribe helps solve problems.  In 2005 as 
compared to 2004, the number of man-
agers willing to give a bribe decreased, 
whereas the number of residents so willing 
increased.  

   The highest number of bribe-givers 
was among construction companies hav-
ing 11-50 employees.  Lithuanian residents 
said that bribes are implicitly demanded 
of them by traffi c police, national and lo-
cal hospitals, county administrations, and 
vehicle technical inspection centers.  The 
worst was the traffi c police.  The good 
news is that the Tax Inspectorate is no lon-
ger among the top fi ve of the bribed in-
stitutions.  More than half of Lithuanian 
residents and managers do not want to 
participate in anti-corruption activities.  
According to Transparency International, 
Lithuania ranks 44th among 158 countries 
in the level of corruption.  Transparency’s 
survey fi nds that the residents of Lithuania 
consider political parties, the legal system, 
and Customs to be the  the three most cor-
rupt institutions.

   Lithuania is still confronting corrup-
tion problems.  It is a challenge for Lithu-
ania to use institutionally-created anti-
corruption mechanisms very effi ciently.  
The contributions of the civil society and 
private sector are very important in this 
process, but the most important one is the 
political will.

Corruption in 
Lithuania

The following article was submitted by 
John Kuncas and is excerpted from Lithu-
anian papers at the University of Tasma-
nia, Volume 20-2006 article of the same 
name. Written by Jolanta Piliponyte of the 
University of Vilnius. 

Bill Gates Donates 
Money to Lithuania

U.S. Billionaires Bill and Melinda Gates 
created a fund to modernize Lithuanian li-
braries. The 37.5 million litas (10.9 million 
euro) fund was established in agreement with 
representatives from the Ministry of Culture 
and the National Library on December 4. 
Thanks to the fund, all 851 of Lithuania’s 
libraries will receive new computer equip-
ment, Internet access and learning centers to 
train librarians. Another 24 million litas (7 
million euros) was allotted to the Libraries 
for Progress project.

It’s only natural that companies would 
compete with each other to be “in vogue” 
- fashionable, popular, and so on.  But Mi-
crosoft and Google may be competing to 
be in vague, as word comes that Google 
could build a data center in Lithuania.

Roughly a month and a half ago, David 
Utter reported that Microsoft intended to 
construct a data center in Siberia.  Both 
places will presumably offer some of the 
same benefi ts - cheap land and low cool-
ing costs.  Also, both deals seem to be in 
the not-quite-solidifi ed-but-relatively-
sure-to-happen stage of development.

In reference to the Google-Lithuania 
relationship, Reuters states, “The gov-
ernment has proposed locating the centre 
near a hydro power plant in Kaisiadoriu 
district, central Lithuania, and the nego-
tiations over investment were to be closed 
soon . . .”

Construction costs aside, this probably 
won’t have much of an effect on the lo-
cal economy - large crews aren’t needed 
to operate data centers.  Assuming the 
data center is built, it’ll be interesting to 
see where employees comes from, though 
- depending on a person’s interests, get-
ting stationed in Lithuania could be either 
a punishment or a huge reward for the 
Mountain View crew.

Google Eyes Land 
in Lithuania

The following article was identifi ed on 
webpronews.com. Written by Doug Cav-
erly, 01/07/2008

Recipes shared 
from Kucios

This year’s Kucios celebration had a va-
riety of delicious food from fi sh to biscuits 
with poppy seed milk to cookies. Below 
are some recipes from the event. (recipes 
from www.knightsofl ithuania.com)

Little Ears (Ausukes)

5 egg yolks
1/2 cup sugar
5 tbsps. sweet cream
1 jigger rum or brandy
Flour

Cream together yolks and sugar. Add 
cream and rum. Add enough fl our to make 
stiff dough. Roll the dough thin onto a 
fl oured board. Cut into diamond shapes. 
Slit the middle of each diamond and pull 
one end of the diamond through the hole. 
Fry in deep hot fat until light borwn. Drain 
onto paper towels. Sprinkle with pow-
dered sugar.

Christmas Eve Biscuits 
(Preskuciai Slizikai)

1 cup milk
1 ounce yeast
1 tbsp. sugar
1/2 tsp. salt
1-1/2 cups all purpose fl our

Cream yeast with sugar. Add warm 
milk and salt. Sift in fl our. Stir thoroughly. 
Put in warm spot to rise a little. If neces-
sary, add more fl our to roll. Rol with roll-
ing pin on fl oured board. Cut into fi nger-
width strips, then into bits of 1/2 inch or 
less. Bake in350 degree oven until edges 
are light brown. Serve with Poppy Seed 
Milk.

Poppy Seed Milk 
(Aguonu Pienas)

1/2 lb. Poppy Seeds
2 cups boiling water
10 almonds
2 cups milk
Sugar (to taste)

Pound the seeds fi ne. Cover with boiling 
water Blanch, peel and chop almonds, stir 
into seeds. Add sugar to taste, and when 
cool, pour into the milk. Pour over Christ-
mas Eve biscuits just before serving.

The following article is the December 
6-12, 2007 issue of The Baltic Times.

Fresh Cranberry Pudding
(Spanguoliu kisielius)

3 cups cranberries
2 cloves
4 cups water
1 cup sugar (or to taste)
3 tbsp. potato starch

Pick over cranberries, cover with cold 
water (reserve about 1/4 cup of water for 
dissolving the potato starch) and simmer 
until berries burst. Force cooked berries 
through strainer, place in saucepan, add 
sugar and cloves. Dissolve potato starch in 
cold water and slowly add to boiling liq-
uid, stirring constantly. Boil 2-3 minutes 
until pudding thickens. Serve cold. May 
be garnished with whipped cream.

Fresh Cranberry Pudding con’t.

con’t next column.
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• Board of Directors Meeting

Saturday, January 12, at 12:00 noon

• Members’ Meeting
Sunday, January 13 at 2 p.m.

• BINGO
Sunday & Wednesday from 7 - 10 p.m.

• Echoes of Lithuania
echoes98@hotmail.com

WEDO 810 AM 
Every Sunday 12:30 t o 1:00 p.m.

Lithuanian Citizens’ Society 
Of  Western Pennsylvania 1725 Jane Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15203

www.pittsburghlithuanians.com
email: info@pittsburghlithuanians.com
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January 13, 2008
Monthly members’ meeting and 2008 of-

fi cer elections.
May 16-18, 2008

The 52nd Annual Pittsburgh Folk Festival 
will be held at the David Lawrence Conven-
tion Center.
Every Saturday 

The Lithuanian language classes are held at 
the Lithuanian Hall on South Side from 10:00 
a.m. - 12:00 noon. Classes are free of charge 
and open to anyone interested in learning the 
Lithuanian Language. The classes run each 
Saturday from September through June.

What’s Happening 
at the Lithuanian 
Club

Wedding 
Congratulations!
Mee-Bedard

Society Member Jane Sipp recently 
travelled to Charlottesville, Virginia, to 
attend her granddaughter’s wedding. Lau-
ren Mee and John Bedard were married on 
November 10, 2007. 

Congratulations to the happy couple!
The couple resides in Charlottesville, 

Virginia.

Did you know?
The state fl ag of Lithuania was created 

in 1918. The colors of the fl ag symbol-
ize:  yellow - the sun, light and prosper-
ity; green - the Lithuanian landscape, hope 
and joy; red - the color of earth, life and 
blood. It symbolizes the nation’s courage 
and tenacity in the struggle for freedom.

Lithuanian Proverb
A silent pig digs the deepest root.

Special Acknowledge-
ment and Thank You

Eileen McMonigal made a special do-
nation to the Lithuanian Citizens’ Society 
in memory of Bertha Kuzma, who recent-
ly passed away.

Speak Lithuanian 
Online at Last!

If you’ve ever wanted to email some-
one in Lithuania but didn’t want to spend 
hours slaving away over a dictionary, help 
is fi nally at hand.

Vytautas Magnus University has devel-
oped an online translation system capable 
of turning English into Lithuanian though 
sadly, not vice versa. It will also translate 
whole web pages when a user supplies it 
with a valid URL.

The university was partnered by 
PROMT, a leading provider of machine 
translation technologies, and work on the 
EU-funded project statred in December 
2006.

The system is reportedly being used by 
some 3,000 registered users and is per-
forming up to 30,000 translations per day.

You can try the online translator for 
yourself at: http://vertimas.vdu.lt/twsas/
Translations/TextForm.aspx 

Source: www.baltictimes.com 1/9/08




