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Welcome New Year 2007! Did you know 
the Lithuanian New Year’s Eve tradition has 
often been called “the little Christmas Eve.” 
Foods similar to those of Kučios are prepared, 
but include meat. People stay up on New 
Year’s Eve until at least midnight to greet the 
new year. If an individual sleeps through the 
moment, his entire year will go badly - it is 
said that he’ll be groggy and lazy.

New Year’s Eve and Day have also been 
used to predict the future. The weather alone 
will forecast how the rest of the year will oc-
cur. If it snows, the weather will be bad all 
year. If it is clear, the harvest will be good; 
if the trees are covered with frost, the year 
will be good, but if there is a thick fog, peo-
ple will die, and epidemics and disease will 
rage. If many birds gather in the yard on New 
Year’s Day and they chirp causing a racket, 
the household will have many guests all year 
long, and the year will be happy. 

-:-
A request from a reader of this newsletter 

was received asking if any Society member 
would be available to visit and speak with 
some elderly ladies at a personal-care facility 
located in Coraopolis, PA. These ladies, one 
of whom use to speak Lithuanian, would be 
interested in learning some basic words and 
phrases. If you are interested or would like 
to learn more, please contact John Baltrus or 
Janet Petrauskas.

-:-
Now since it’s 2007 and everyone has made 

their new year’s resolutions, why not add one 
more item to your list − LEARN A NEW 
LANGUAGE! The Lithuanian Language 
classes will resume their weekly meetings on 
Saturday, January 6, from 10:00 a.m. - 12 noon 
at the South Side Club location. The classes are 
open to those interested in learning to speak 
Lithuanian, and there is no charge involved. 

-:-
Door prize winners at the December  mem-

bers’ meeting were: Emilia MacPhail and 
Nancy Binkney.

-:-
The Society’s newsletter is always seek-

ing stories and photos of interest. Contact Ja-
net Petrauskas at 412-341-7925 or j_petraus-
kas@yahoo.com with your submittal.

Baltrus/Binkney Win 
Top Offi cer Positions

(Cont’d. to Page 8)
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Offi cer elections were held at the De-
cember members’ meeting with positions 
open for President, Vice President, Trea-
surer, and three Directors. Society mem-
bers in good standing were eligible to run 
for any of the open positions. Thank you 
to the candidates who ran for offi ce.

The following were declared the win-
ners:
President: John Baltrus
Vice President: Nancy Binkney
Recording Secretary: Ausra Cunningham
Financial Secretary: Frank Ziaukas
Treasurer: Greg Baurnes
Directors: Halina Stabacinskiene
      Tillie Milauskas
      Andrew Marculaitis
Current directors: Gerri Todd, Kathie 

Skalka, and Janet Petrauskas.
The positions of President, Vice Presi-

dent, Recording Secretary, Financial Sec-
retary, and Treasurer serve the Society for a 
term of one year. Directors serve for a two-
year timeframe. At the end of each term, 
each candidate is eligible for re-election.

Congratulations to all the winners!As our sleek Baltic Air jet came in to land 
in Vilnius, Lithuania’s capital city, my heart 
sank. I’d caught sight of a wall of stark, 
foreboding, concrete high rises—relics of 
too many years of Soviet occupation. “Wel-
come to Lithuania,” I thought ruefully. 

My family and I had come to Vilnius for 
a wedding. During the ensuing heart-stop-
ping taxi ride to our hotel, The Nerutis, my 
fi rst impressions gave way to a joyful won-
der. We had passed out of the shadow of the 
extinct Soviet era into the light of a free and 
proud Lithuania. The country is now dubbed 
“The Baltic Tiger” because of its forward-
looking economic development policies 
and its recent membership in the European 
Union and NATO. 

We arrived in the beautiful “Old Town” 
of Vilnius. Our hotel was built in the mid-
1500’s, directly opposite the gothic church 
of St. Ann, a site of worship since the 1300’s. 
Hilly with two rivers running through it, 

Lithuania: The 
Baltic Tiger 
Roars into the 
21st Century

The following is an excerpt from Maureen 
Bridget Gonzalez’s article about Vilnius as 
printed in the Physician’s Money Digest. 
It provides an interesting recount of the au-
thor’s trip to Lithuania with vivid details.

the Neris and the Vilnia, Old Town Vilnius 
is steeped in history and legend. The bijou 
church of St. Ann so captivated Napoleon as 
he pushed toward Moscow in 1812 that he 
declared he could hold it in the palm of his 
hand and take it back to Paris. All but two of 
the city’s exquisite baroque, gothic, and re-
naissance churches were closed during So-
viet occupation, but now are being restored 
by UNESCO. 

Vilnius’ streets are lined with elegant 
shops and boutiques displaying stunning 
Lithuanian linens. Amber jewelry is de 
rigueur, a “Baltic Gold,” resulting from 
eons of resin oozing from the lush forests 
of Lithuania, deposited into the Baltic Sea, 
swished around for a few million years, and 
then washed back on the shores of this tiny 
country, ready for the jeweler’s craft. 

The family sacrament of matrimony took 
place in St. Jonas Church. The bride was 

(Cont’d. next column)
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Among members with January birthdays 
are: Stephen Wayhart (2); Vytas Miselis 
(4); Richard Mutkus (6); Lillian Makvi-
tis (7); Dalia Vaicenienė (8); Benedict J. 
Savinis (9); Albert Masilunas (10); Albert 
Zimerly Jr. (15); Victoria Caldwell (16).

 Mathilda Milauskas (16); Joseph D. Ro-
zman (18); Helen Katrencik (19); Melanie 
Mars (19); Stanley Mikeska (19); Janet 
Petrauskas (19); J. Robert Waylonis (19); 
Vincent Žilinskas (21); William Kolicius 
Jr. (23); Robert Medonis Jr. (23); Arvydas 
Plioraitis (23); Rytis Špokauskas (23); 

Kastytis Vaicenas (24); Alice Cal-
abro (25); Gelmė Rahall (25); Alphonse 
Minauskas (25); Victoria Spieler (26); Jo-
seph Valenta (26); Cynthia Kaufold (28); 
George Žilinskas (28); Dolores Kaclik 
(29); Stanley Yarulis (31).

Linksmų Gimtadienių!

As President of APPLE (American 
Professional Partnership for Lithuanian 
Education), I would like to thank the Lith-
uanian Citizens’ Society of Western Penn-
sylvania for hosting our Fall 2006 Retreat 
on November 4-5, 2006. We had an excel-
lent experience in Pittsburgh, and we want 
to thank you for your gracious hospital-
ity, especially the wonderful luncheon on 
Saturday. We are grateful for your interest 
and support of our activities. I am pleased 
to report that John Baltrus also participat-
ed in the entire weekend.  It was a pleasure 
to meet so many of your members.

As you know, APPLE - in partnership 
with the Lithuanian Ministry of Education 
and Science, has conducted 16 summers of 
in-service programs for Lithuanian educa-
tors, school social workers, administrators, 
and other school personnel. While APPLE 
originally helped revitalize the post-Sovi-
et Lithuanian educational system, we are 
currently focusing on the educational con-
tent and instructional methods necessary 
for a 21st century democratic society.  

The Lithuania of today is quite a differ-
ent place in terms of social, political, and 
economic realities from the Lithuania of 
the beginning days of APPLE, in the early 
1990’s.  

Fifteen long-time APPLE members/lec-
turers, along with a strategic planner and 
a facilitator, gathered in Pittsburgh for 
the two-day Retreat .  This group served 
as an advisory board to plan APPLE’s fu-
ture.  This was a wonderful opportunity 
for interested participants to examine the 
current APPLE program and consider 
changes for the future.

We are beginning to plan for our 17th 
APPLE summer in Lithuania, July 2007.  
Program design for this upcoming summer 

APPLE Retreat held in Pittsburgh 
Benefits Lithuanian Teachers

The Society played host to APPLE (American Professional Partnership for Lithuanian 
Education) participants this past November. The following is a letter received from Dr. 
Karl P. Janowitz, President for APPLE.
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January (Sausis) 
Birthdays Listed

by Dr. Karl P. Janowitz, President, APPLE

consists of two one-week sessions in Vil-
nius; the Dr. Algirdas Grigonis Program, 
a three-week series of special education 
workshops organized for special educa-
tion personnel in Kaunas and other loca-
tions; Camp Viltis, serving students with 
disabilities and their famliies, teachers, 
social workers, and therapists; and a series 
of regional programs throughout Lithu-
ania, hosted by local teachers’ centers or 
educational boards.

Excellent ideas for the future of APPLE 
were discussed and our goal for the Re-
treat was accomplished.  A number of in-
teresting possibilities for future APPLE 
programming were reviewed and will be 
presented to the Board of Directors.  

To fi nd out more about APPLE, please 
visit our website at www.applequest.org 
or feel free to contact Dr. Janowitz (215-
627-1693 or janowitk@arcadia.edu).

APPLE participants along with the language class students gathered in front of the 
Society’s South Side Building for a group photo. - Photo by Janet Petrauskas.

Albert V. Lesutis
Albert V. Lesutis, 78, long-time mem-

ber of the Lithuanian Citizens’ Society, 
died unexpectedly on Saturday, December 
16, 2006. 

Al was an active member in the Society 
as well as with the Knights of Lithuania. 
Often seen at many social functions, Al 
held the title of Sergeant of Arms for the 
Society from 1995 to 1996.

Al is survived by his wife Audrey, 
daughters Diana (Joseph) Ragan, Denise 
(Daniel) Regel, Deloris (Michael) Kad-
rie, and sons Albert, Alan (Michelle), and 
Aaron (Michelle).

Always with a smile on his face and 
laugh in his voice, Al will be sorely missed 
by his fellow Pittsburgh Lithuanians.

Lithuania’s fi rst virtual cemetery has 
been opened at http://www.ekapines.lt. It 
offers Lithuanians the possibility to honor 
a deceased person by leaving a free epi-
taph about him. One can also fi nd an ini-
tial database on the deceased and order a 
tomb or send fl owers. The Web site authors 
hope to establish a wider database, which 
would be especially helpful for those liv-
ing abroad.

The site is designed in the Lithuanian 
language. (Source: The Baltic Times)

Lithuanian Virtual 
Cemetary Available 
on the Web

Lithuanian Proverb: You can’t blow 
against the wind.





Sounds of Lithuanian Prayers mark 
All Souls Day Event
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Lithuanian Club Bingo
January 2007 Specials!

Jan. 3 - Monthly Drawing:
             ONE Month Free BINGO
             THREE $50 Prizes
Jan. 10 & 24 - $15 Discount Nights
Jan. 14 - Double Value Coupon Night    

Thanks to language help from Ann Zusi-
nas and Al Lesutis, this year’s All Souls 
Day commemoration at St. Casimir’s 
Cemetery in Whitehall included the reci-
tation of several prayers in Lithuanian.

About a dozen people from Pittsburgh 
Council 19 of the Knights of Lithuania 
and from the Lithuanian Citizens’ Soci-
ety gathered in front of the memorial to 
the Blessed Virgin Mary at the entrance to 
the cemetery. Council 19 President John 
Baltrus led the short service with Kathie 
Skalka, Rita Johnson, and Len Barcousky 
sharing the readings in English.

 As is customary at the annual com-
memoration, the names of all deceased 
Knights were read aloud. Sadly, the names 
of Andy Rozger, Marion Bartkus, and Ag-
atha Bender were added to the list this 
year. Participants then added the names 
of deceased family members and friends. 
Special mention was made of the pass-
ing of Ray Palket, a long-time member of 
the Citizens’ Society and a friend to the 
Knights.

$1 off 
COUPON

$1 off 
COUPON

$1 off 
COUPON

$1 off 
COUPON

Effective Jan. 2007Effective Jan. 2007

Effective Jan. 2007 Effective Jan. 2007

by Len Barcousky

Both before and 
after the commemo-
ration, participants 
made personal visits 
to gravesites. St. Casi-
mir’s is the fi nal resting 
place for members of 
the Sisters of St. Fran-
cis, for well-known 
Lithuanian-American 
priests, and for multiple 

generations of many Pittsburgh families.
Council 19 commemorates All Souls 

Day, November 2, on the Sunday closest 
to the feast day. 

Taking part in the All 
Souls commemoration 
were, from left, John 
Baltrus, John Kuncas, 
Kathie Skalka, Al Lesut-
is, Rita Johnson, Justin 
Johnson, Ann Zusinas, 
Brian Johnson Jr., Brian 
Johnson Sr. and Tony 
Zusinas. -Photo by Len 
Barcousky.

“Auksučiu Ukio ir Mišku Centras,” lo-
cated in northwestern Lithuania between 
Šiauliai and Kursenai, is seeking volun-
teers for the summer of 2007 to work on 
the experimental and demonstration farm. 
Agricultural knowledge is preferred, but 
not required. Living quarters will be pro-
vided on the farm in the Jurgis Gudaitis 
Centras Building which was donated last 
summer by the Chicago philanthropist 
Gražina Gudaityte-Liautaud.

In July 2006 some 130 individuals from 
Lithuania, Germany, Denmark, Colombia, 
and the USA were on hand for the dedica-
tion of the Jurgis Gudaitis Auksučiai Farm 
and Forest Center Building. Vytas Sliupas, 
President of the Auksučiai Foundation told 
the participants, “This building will soon 
become a regional center of activities, for 
seminars and events related to improving 
the life of local Lithuanian farmers and 
their rural communities.”  

For additional information about the 
Auksučiu Foundation and how you can 
help, please visit the website: http://www.
aukfoundation.org.

Volunteers interested in working at the 
agricultural farm should contact Vytautas 
Sliupas at sliupasvyt@earthlink.net.

Auksučiu Foundation 
Seeks Volunteers for 
Agricultural Farm in 
Lithuania

Not Just One, 
but Two Authors 
in the Society’s 
Membership

We are proud to announce that our So-
ciety’s membership includes two accom-
plished book writers.

David Melesky, a Society member from 
Greenville, PA, has had his second book 
published in two years. One Bar to An-
other is a sequel to Practice Not Perfect, 
the adventurous journey of B.G. Wump-
key, an out-of-state attorney who moves 
to the main countryside. For those of you 
who don’t know David, he is a self-em-
ployed attorney who had a run-in with a 
bear after one of the Society’s Jonines pic-
nics in Jefferson Hills.

Stanley Yarulis, a Society member from 
Clairton, has authored The Life Story of 
a World War II C.B.I. Veteran. The story 
is about Yarulis’ life including being in 
the armed services, going through basic 
training, then later ending up in the far 
east country of Burma, fi ghting against 
the Japanese. Multiple news articles have 
appeared about Yarulis in the Valley Inde-
pendent News regarding his book.

If you are interested in learning more 
about these books, please contact either 
Frank Ziaukas or Janet Petrauskas.

Is that our Tillie 
wearing a dirndl 
dress?

Tillie Milauskas, (above left) joins an-
other parishioner of St. Joseph’s Church 
in New Kensington by dressing up in a 
traditional dirndl dress for the church’s 
annual Oktoberfest. The above photo was 
featured in the Valley News Dispatch.  

Rev. Larry Kulick, Pastor for St. Jo-
seph’s, said that the Oktoberfest is held 
each year as a celebration of German cul-
ture, including traditional food to lederho-
sen and dirndl dresses. The event is two-
fold: it serves as a social gathering for the 
community and as a primary fundraiser 
for the year.


